	


WILL QUESTIONNAIRE

This questionnaire has been prepared to help you pin-point the areas that you need to consider when making your Will. If you can gather your thoughts together before coming in to discuss matters with us, it will help you and us to be clear about your wishes. The questionnaire is not meant to record your final decision as you may wish to discuss various points with us – for example, should you leave your estate to someone outright or should you give them a life interest? What would that entail? It is meant to help identify areas of uncertainty. If there are any aspects that you would like to discuss, we will be pleased to help.

Before thinking about the provisions of your Will, it is wise to make a rough list of your assets, then to decide who you want to be the main beneficiary. We recommend that you review your Will at least every 5 years as situations change, children are born, people die, your capital my increase or diminish. If, over the years your capital decreases, you need to ensure that those receiving monetary legacies do not benefit to the detriment of the main residuary beneficiary.

Remember also that joint accounts pass automatically to the survivor and do not form part of the estate of the first to die. This needs to be borne in mind when considering pecuniary legacies – ensure that there will be sufficient assets of your own to cover these.

A PERSONAL DETAILS
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Title: 
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Otherwise known as: 
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Address: 

including post code
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Domicile: eg England and Wales 
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Status: Single/Married/Co-habiting/Civil Partner/Widow(er) 
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Occupation: 
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Date of birth: 

B EXECUTORS
We would recommend a minimum of two executors, unless you are leaving your estate to one adult, eg your spouse, and you prefer that person to act as sole executor. However, you should make provision for an alternative executor to act in the event of the first executor not surviving you.

An executor must be an adult but can be a member of your family, a friend, a solicitor, accountant or bank. You may like to consider appointing a member of the family (who should know your personal affairs) and a professional person to act jointly. In any case it is probably wise to check that they are willing to act.

Proposed Executors:
	

	
	[image: image9]


1. Full Name: 
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2. Full Name: 
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3. Full Name: 
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C BUSINESS
If you own a business you may wish to appoint special business executors to take over the running of the business temporarily.

If this is relevant to you please complete the following.
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Business name: 
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1. Executors name: 
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Occupation: 
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2. Executors name: 
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D FUNERAL WISHES
If you have any particular wishes relating to your funeral please complete this section.
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Donation of body for medical research purposes? Yes/No 

[image: image28]Funeral arrangements: Burial/cremation 

Directions as to place of funeral/scattering of ashes 

Any further directions.

E GUARDIANSHIP
If you have infant children you should appoint guardians for them.

[image: image29]Guardians name: 

[image: image30]Address: 

[image: image31]

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "cid:image032.gif@01C781A5.9CBBD190"[image: image32]
Relationship to client: 

F INHERITANCE TAX CONSIDERATIONS
The threshold for Inheritance Tax is currently £325,000.

No Inheritance Tax is paid upon gifts to a spouse or a charity. 

There is also relief where business or agricultural property is involved.

If you would like advice upon mitigating Inheritance Tax liability then please tick here
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G DISTRIBUTION OF THE ESTATE
1 Specific legacies
Please list here any specific items you would like to give, eg gifts of jewellery, a car, house etc

It is possible to make a gift of all your 'personal chattels'. This basically includes all items except money, bank accounts or other monetary items and real estate (ie house/land)

2 Pecuniary legacies
Please list here any gifts of money you wish to make.

If leaving money to children please note the age at which they are to receive it, eg 18 or 21
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3 Animals
If you have any animals do you have any wishes regarding their welfare after your death?

4 Residue
Please state your wishes with regard to the remainder of your estate and what provision you would wish to make if the main beneficiary should not survive you, eg to spouse but if he/she does not survive, you, then to your children.

5 Residence/interests in property
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If you own a share in a property do you wish this to be dealt with separately? 

For example, if you and your spouse hold a property as tenants in common (as opposed to joint tenants) you may wish your share to pass straight to your children, but making provision for your spouse to remain at the property. You may like to discuss this further. To check how you hold your property you will need to look at your deeds. Property held as joint tenants passes automatically to the survivor on the first death, irrespective of provisions to the contrary in a Will. Property held as tenants in common will pass according to the terms of your Will.

6 The Civil Partnership Act 2004 

The Civil Partnership Act 2004 came into effect on 5th December 2005 and allows some same-sex couples to make a formal legal commitment to each other by entering into a civil partnership through a registration process. If this applies to you 
do you intend to register such a partnership?

H FOREIGN PROPERTY
Do you own at present, or plan to acquire a house or other assets (e.g. shares or furniture) abroad? If so have you already made a will abroad to deal with that property? A copy would be appreciated.

Generally speaking it is preferable to have two wills in these circumstances and we advise that you consult a lawyer in the country in which the property is situated to prepare a will for that part of your estate.

I ANY OTHER PROVISIONS 

